
LACK OF GOOD NUTRITION CAUSES DISEASES

VEGGIES, FRUIT AND MILK MAY OVERTAKE CEREALS' CONTRIBUTION TO INDIA'S 

GDP IN VALUE TERMS

Hindu September 09, 2011

Economics Times September 12, 2011

Pondicherry University kicks-off National Nutrition Week celebrations - Many 

of the people who die from heart attacks between the age of 35 and 40 come from a 

lower income group, according to Director of National Institute of Nutrition, 

Hyderabad, B. Sesikeran. Delivering a special address at Pondicherry University's 

National Nutrition Week celebrations, Dr. Sesikeran said this is because people who 

come from lower income groups often do not have good nutrition growing up. This 

could affect their Body Mass Index and other factors, making them more susceptible to 

hypertension, cholesterol and other lifestyle diseases. Maternal nutrition could alter 

the genetic programming of the child and children who are born with low birth weight 

had an increased susceptibility to hypertension, diabetes and other lifestyle diseases, 

he said. He explained that even though the child's weight was under 2.5 kg, it was still 

possible that the percentage of fat in the baby's body was high. Children that were not 

breast fed for six months also had a higher susceptibility to lifestyle diseases. Dr. 

Sesikeran then quoted a study conducted by the National Institute of Nutrition where 

they compared villages around Hyderabad that had access to the Integrated Child 

Development Scheme to villages that did not have access. They found that in villages 

where the ICDS was available, there were fewer instances of hypertension, diabetes and glucose intolerance. One of the main reasons 

for this, he said, was that the ICDS insisted that babies be breast fed for six months and they closely monitored various factors in the 

mother like nutrition, anaemia and others that would affect the child's development. It is important, therefore, that pregnant and 

lactating mothers take care to eat right so that their babies remain healthy. Another important thing to monitor, he said, is that the 

children spend at least one hour a day playing. Children who spend over three hours a day watching television were at a higher risk of 

lifestyle diseases. Sometimes, people who are otherwise lean could also be susceptible to heart attacks because of high fat content in 

their body. Studies show that in Asians, the BMI alone is not an indicator of susceptibility to lifestyle diseases. It is important to also 

take into consideration abdominal fat, he said. Even things like sleeping disorders, psychological problems, certain cancers, obesity 

and joint pains are lifestyle diseases, he said, not just hypertension, diabetes and cholesterol.

Every Indian who shops for food knows this, but the government doesn't: We spend more on fruit, vegetables and milk than on rice 
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the National Nutrition Week 
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and wheat. And when the detailed numbers for last fiscal, due in a few months, come 

out, they'll show that in value terms, fruit and vegetables and milk may each 

overtake cereals in India's GDP. This is likely to lead to big changes in the way the 

government runs its massive food economy and procurement and distribution 

programmes. "Our food policy is obsessed with food grain," says Ashok Gulati, 

chairman of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices, the government body 

at the heart of fixing minimum prices of rice and wheat. In 2009-10, vegetables and 

fruit contributed Rs 1.45 lakh crore to the economy, milk Rs 1.49 lakh crore and 

cereals Rs 1.51 lakh crore. By 2010-11, or last fiscal, the contribution of the first two 

would have overtaken cereals in the overall economy. True, 2009-10 was a drought 

year and the record foodgrain harvest in last year may still keep grains on top, but 

there is no denying that India needs to produce far more fruit and vegetables and 

milk than cereals. "The share of milk products could have surpassed the contribution of cereals in agriculture for the year 2010-11," 

said Madan Sabnavis, chief economist, CARE. This huge shift will occur without any help from the government, which buys, stocks and 

distributes - and therefore promotes - cereals which account for 20% of farm produce, but not fruit, vegetables and milk, which 

contribute nearly 40%. 

"Most farmers have small land holdings and turn to production of dairy products and fruit and vegetables to supplement their 

incomes," said Vijoo Krishnan, joint secretary of All India Kisan Sabha. The ministry of statistics will release the detailed break-up of 

GDP for 2010-11, including the farm numbers, by the end of the current calendar. As incomes have risen in India, the demand for food 

has become more diversified. More people can afford fruit, vegetables and milk than before and the share of cereals in people's diets 

has fallen. Yet policy is stuck in the 1960s, when a series of severe droughts compelled India to seek overseas food aid, under 

programmes like America's PL-480 and starting a drive for self-sufficiency in cereals. That focus needs to change to address the 

demand for dairy products and vegetables. Egged on by market signals, farmers have stepped up production of veggies and fruit. Even 

that has not been able to keep up with demand: there's runaway inflation in milk and vegetables prices. Milk prices have shot up 35% 

in the last two years, fruit are dearer by almost 27% and vegetables cost 20% more. Estimates suggest that demand for milk and milk 

products are growing between three to five times the demand for cereals."The pace of production of milk and horticulture products 

need to be accelerated," said Gulati. 

Demand-side control cannot be an answer beyond a point to India’s persistently high food price inflation, the World Bank said on 

Monday. Consumer price-based food inflation in India has been at 10-20 per cent for quite a long while, noted its report on ‘Food 

inflation in South Asia’. The Bank’s chief economist for the region, Kalpana Kochhar, said controlling inflation in India was a difficult job 

ADDRESS SUPPLY SIDE ON FOOD: WORLD BANK
Business Standard September 13, 2011
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for the Reserve Bank of India in its current context. "The RBI has an extremely difficult 

job right now...RBI has to respond to food inflation because it spills over very quickly to 

inflationary expectations," she said. To a query, she said foreign direct investment in 

multi-brand retail may help address the problem but only to an extent — unless 

complemented by other supply-side initiatives. In the end, it is supply-side measures 

that will have to be taken to contain inflation, she said. Adding that two and a half years of 

persistently high food inflation in India is a pretty long time. The report named Gujarat as 

the success story on the agricultural front, as farm output has grown by almost 10 per 

cent per year over the past decade, more than three times the all-India figure. Though 

poor households still consume mainly grains, food inflation in India is now not much 

driven by cereals but by fruits, vegetables, milk, eggs, meat and fish, a point made by the 

Reserve Bank as well. Even then agriculture policy in India narrowly supports cereal 

production, while inflation is driven by other agricultural commodity prices, the 

presentation said. Also, input subsidies like fertiliser in some cases has led to declining productivity, it added. "Fiscal costs divert 

resources from other interventions which have potentially higher impact on agricultural productivity, such as agricultural research, 

education and rural roads and water management," it added. Consumer price-based food inflation in India has been pretty stable, 

albeit at high levels of 10-20 per cent, compared to fluctuations in the international rate of price rise in these items since 2007. This 

makes the job of Indian authorities tougher than other developing countries, the World Bank said on Monday. "While international 

prices showed large swings over the last three years, prices in India have been much more stable," the report said. For comparison, it 

took food inflation as provided by the consumer price index for industrial workers in the case of India and the food price index as 

provided by the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation in the case of international prices. When asked whether this makes the job of 

Indian authorities easier or tougher than other developing countries, World Bank India senior economist Ulrich Bartsch said it would be 

a much more difficult task because Indian authorities cannot pass the buck to the international price situation. "Governments in 

Afghanistan or Sri Lanka can say that prices of food items are rising because of the international price situation, but Indian authorities 

cannot. It makes the job of Indian authorities tougher," he added. The presentation quoted a study by Planning Commission member 

Abhijit Sen and economist Himanshu to point out that household consumption through the public distribution system constituted just 

57.2 per cent of total grain deliveries to the PDS during 2007-08, signifying huge leakage through ration shops.

The world's largest commodities trader Glencore International AG is evaluating a bid for the distressed KS Oils, a leading domestic 

edible oil firm, as the Swiss behemoth joins other multinational peers in chasing India's agri processing story, said two separate 

sources briefed on the matter. The $145-billion Glencore wants to own assets in the country's agricultural commodities sector after its 

record initial public offering (IPO) in London earlier this year. The promoters of KS Oils have asked investment bankers to fetch a 

SWISS GIANT GLENCORE MAY BID FOR KS OILS
Times of India  September 13, 2011
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strategic buyer after their pledged shares were sold and the company's share price tanked last month. The development comes at a 

time when US agri commodities giants Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) and Cargill have ramped up presence in the local edible oil 

market through a slew of acquisitions. The food processing biggies have scaled up the edible oil play with protein and meat 

consumption globally. Improving food consumption in China and India too perked up interest in staple commodities with MNCs 

wanting to own asserts for better control over sourcing. Glencore, which raised $10 billion in the largest ever London IPO, is studying a 

potential share purchase deal in KS Oils, said a senior Glencore executive. "We have been approached by bankers and are evaluating 

it. But we are still to react to the proposal officially," he added, when contacted. A Glencore International spokesperson said the 

company would not comment on speculation as a matter of policy. A KS Oils official said this was market speculation and declined to 

comment. The debt laden KS Oils, in which Citigroup Venture Capital International and New Silk Route Private Equity are investors, 

saw its share price plunge almost 80% and several senior executives quit in recent months. The promoters, who are seen holding 

about 31% stake, had pledged shares to raise funds for scaling up trading in mustard seeds in which KS Oils is the largest player in 

India. 

KS Oils had revenue in excess of Rs 4,600 crore, or $1 billion, in last fiscal and owns popular brands such as Kalash, Double Sher and 

KS Gold. The company could not be reached for immediate comments. KS Oils shares ended at Rs 11.04, down 0.27%, in a falling 

Mumbai market pegging its market capitalization at Rs 469 crore. Recent media reports said KS Oils had mandated Bank of America 

Merrill Lynch and PwC for a share sale, which is complicated by the falling share price and substantial debts sitting on the books. India's 

annual edible oil consumption is estimated at 15 million tons-valued at Rs 75,000 crore-and growing at 5 to 7%. The branded segment 

accounts for just under 20% of the overall consumption but growing robust double digits. The domestic per capita consumption is 

estimated at 13 kg which is much below China's 23 kg. Soyabean and palm oil takes a large share of the domestic edible oil 

consumption even though mustard oil has gained traction in recent past. Mining and commodities conglomerate Glencore has almost 

10% share of the world's tradeable grain market and over 3% share of the oil market. Its interests in the tradeable metals are 

significant with 60% share of zinc and about 50% of the copper markets. Goldman fund picks KS shares: A Goldman Sachs fund -- 

Goldman Sachs Investments Mauritius I -- has picked up 21.46 lakh shares of KS Oils through bulk deals on Monday at Rs 10.92 a 

share.

After crop damage due to waterlogging in major growing states, analysts have cut the soybean output forecast from a bumper to a 

normal crop this kharif season. Output this year is likely to remain at 9.5-10.5 million tonnes, as compared to 9.5 mt last year. Earlier, 

traders had forecast a record 11.5-12 mt. Soybean is a major rainfed kharif oilseed crop, grown largely in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan 

and Maharashtra. The crop requires frequent rain but waterlogging during the maturing period hits germination. Soybean meets 

seven to eight per cent of India’s annual vegetable oil requirement of nearly 15 mt. According to Rajesh Agrawal, spokesperson of the 

Indore-based The Soybean Processors Association of India (Sopa), about 15-20 per cent of the soybean crop has been damaged due 

CROP DAMAGE HITS SOYBEAN ESTIMATES 
Business Standard September 13, 2011
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to water logging. “A large area in western and central MP, along with parts of Maharashtra and Rajasthan, was submerged due to the 

latest spell of heavy downpour,” he said. Satyanarayan Agarwal, president of the Central Organisation for Oil Industry & Trade 

(COOIT), said, “Still, total output will rise between five and seven per cent from last year, to 10-10.5 mt this year.” The sown area as on 

September 9 was 10.3 million hectares, a rise of 10.7 per cent as compared to last year.

The US department of agriculture has, however, maintained India’s output forecast at 9.8 mt, unchanged from last year. A Ruchi Soya 

spokesperson also maintained a production estimate of 10.5 mt. Import demand remains strong in China and there are small 

increases in the European Union and Turkey. Exports are expected to remain strong in Brazil and Argentina, at 36.5 mt and 11.8 mt, an 

increase of 18 per cent and 39 per cent, respectively, as compared to last year. Shipments from the US, the third major producer, is 

expected to decline by eight per cent as compared to last year. Spot prices at the Indore mandi moved between Rs 2,366 and 2,424 per 

quintal. The near-month futures on the NCDEX touched Rs 2,474 per qtl, a rise of Rs 13 from Rs 2,461 per qtl in the beginning, but then 

settled at Rs 2,411 per qtl.

Just nine of 137 developing countries are set to achieve Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 4 & 5 on improving child and maternal 

health, say experts. A report published in the Lancet predicts that no country in sub-Saharan Africa will meet the goals by 2015, and 23 

countries in the region currently look unlikely to achieve MDG4 before 2040.  MDG4 aims to reduce the death rate for children aged 

under five by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015. MDG5 aims to cut deaths among pregnant women and new mothers by three-

quarters during the same timescale.   However, the researchers note that annual infant deaths around the world have dropped from 

11.6 million in 1990 to about 7.2 million. They argue that while many aspects of health systems ‘limit the scale-up of child and 

maternal interventions’, some intervention strategies, for example vaccination and vitamin A supplementation, can be delivered even 

in health systems with very restricted capacities.   China, Rwanda and Botswana were praised for ‘substantial acceleration’ in tackling 

child mortality in the past decade. Countries making slower progress on the infant death target include Nigeria and Ethiopia.

Ready-to-eat palmolein, India's favourite cooking medium, will become cheaper by up to Rs 3 per kilo, thanks to Indonesia. Indonesia 

has re-jigged export duties in such a way that for India, importing palmolein is cheaper than importing crude palm oil. Indonesia has 

done this to let its own industry capture the value added by refining. And it benefits the billion-plus Indian consumers, who are today 

paying 13% more than last August for cooking oil. As this spiral in cooking oil beats inflation in grains, pulses, vegetables, sugar , eggs, 

meat and fish, it's a big deal for every Indian family. It also benefits the Indian exchequer that is shelling out Rs 15 as subsidy on every 

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS PROVE TOO AMBITIOUS

COOKING OIL TO BECOME CHEAPER BY RS 3/KILO,THANKS TO INDONESIA

BBC, The Lancet September 22, 2011

Economic Times September 26, 2011
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kg sold through ration shops. Cheaper palmolein is welcome relief to lakhs of Indian processed food companies, restaurants, and 

roadside eateries which use it for frying. Yet it doesn't bother brands such as Sundrop, Saffola, Nature Fresh, Dalda and Fortune , 

which sell mainly soyabean, mustard, groundnut and sunflower oils. Even their palmolein commands a premium. The only ones in a 

tizzy are the 50-odd refineries located along the coastline. Only to protect this industry , India imposes a higher customs duty on 

refined oil than on their feedstock - crude palm oil. Currently, the duty on refined oil is effectively 3% and zero on crude palm oil. For a 

decade, refiners have imported, processed and sold without direct competition, making it the biggest attraction for FDI in food 

industry. Now Indonesia has pulled the rug from under their feet by pricing its own refined oil cheaper than its crude oil. Suddenly , it 

makes no sense to buy locally refined oil when you can ship it cheaper from Indonesia. The impending loss of business has refiners 

howling in protest. Lobbying has begun in the corridors of food and commerce ministries for raising customs duty on refined oil. 

But it would be a pity if the finance ministry agrees. For one, refineries have a flawed business model that no amount of protection can 

correct. They can only process a single imported feedstock from a country over which India has little political influence . If this supply is 

cut off for any reason, including diversion to Indonesian biofuel, these factories can't crush local oilseeds. To make money, refiners are 

wholly dependent on favourable differential customs duty here and in Indonesia , again over which they have no control. These are 

huge, huge risks. Eventually their extraordinary luck ran out. With increasing resource nationalism and faltering economies, every 

government wants to retain maximum value addition within its own borders, like our own duty structure for ore export. Indonesia is no 

exception. The only surprise is why refiners couldn't see it coming and hedge risk. Refiners say their sickness will kill jobs. But will 

there be sickness ? Majority of the refineries are owned by giant Indian companies and multinational commodity companies. Most 

MNCs own refineries in both countries. The impact will be negligible on their global balance sheet. The big Indian players too have the 

wherewithal to build assets in Indonesia. After all, Indonesia also raised export duty on coal, which makes generation more expensive 

for Indian power companies. But the Central electricity regulator didn't allow them to raise tariffs on the basis that losses will be 

neutralised by gains for their Indonesian subsidiaries.

One in five children in the state is underweight. Latest government reports on the nutritional health among children of six or under 

point to a lack of sufficient progress in combating undernourishment and malnutrition. The latest report of the Integrated Child 

Development Scheme (ICDS) found 13.97 lakh of the 62.25 lakh children underweight. This means that roughly 22.4 % children in 

this age group were underweight. The report further claimed that about 1.53 lakh among these were severely underweight, a 

condition that is life-threatening. Senior state officials admitted that while the number of underweight children had come down in the 

past two decades, the rate of decline was slow. Even Varsha Gaikwad, minister, women and child development, government of 

Maharashtra, echoed this opinion. Another government report, compiled in August 2011 by the office of the Director General, Rajmata 

Jijau Nutrition Mission (RJNM), revealed that at least 3.39 lakh children suffered from moderate (2.88 lakh), and acute malnutrition 

(51,092). Malnutrition is a condition found among underweight children. The RJNM report does not include cases of malnutrition 

NEARLY 14L MAHARASHTRA KIDS UNDERWEIGHT: REPORT
Times of India October 02, 2011
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reported from Mumbai, which has chronic belts in under-developed pockets like Mankhurd, Govandi, Shivajinagar, Dharavi, tribal 

hamlets in Aarey colony, Bhandup, and Ghatkopar. The ICDS report has found about 82,207 underweight children of 2.74 lakh 

surveyed, which is 30% roughly. This clearly shows, that despite its urban character and its image of being the financial capital of the 

country, Mumbai continues to retain pockets, where families struggle to feed their children on a regular basis. Cases of 

undernourishment and malnutrition are also high in neighbouring Thane and Pune districts, that have also urbanised a good deal.
 
The problem is the most acute in the Nashik district, which has quite a few tribal areas. According to the RJNM report, over 1.07 lakh 

children were found to be moderately underweight, and 15063 others severely underweight, in the district. Aurangabad, Jalgaon, 

Nanded, Nandurbar, Nagpur, Ahmednagar, Solapur, Dhule, Beed , and Yavatmal, are other districts, where the ratio of undernourished 

children is very high. With existing interventions not sufficient to combat malnutrition and undernourishment, the state government 

has now decided to adopt a new strategy. Keen to get rid off malnutrition completely within three years, Varsha Gaikwad, minister for 

women and child development, said, "The government plans to improve community participation in upgrading the health of 

underweight children." and bringing them on a par with children in the normal category. The plan is to improve the health of all 

undernourished children so that there can be no malnutrition cases," she said. Under the new scheme, which will be launched on 

Sunday, will first be implemented across rural areas and tribal hamlets. Gaikwad said that monetary incentives and rewards will be 

announced for zilla parishads, and panchayat samitis, which successfully elevate the nutritional health of malnourished children under 

their jurisdiction. The monetary incentives will be higher for tribal hamlets, where the problem is acute. The government has plans to 

evolve a similar model in urban areas as well. Meanwhile, Gaikwad, on Monday, held consultations with legislators, officials, and 

experts on other new strategies for combating malnutrition.

The First 

Advance Estimates of production of major crops grown in the country in kharif season have been released today. The total foodgrains 

production is likely to be 123.88 million tonnes (MT) as compared to 120.20 MT in 2010-11 (fourth advance estimates). It represents 

an increase of about 3.68 MT over the last estimates. Rice production in the country in the kharif season is likely to be 87.10 million 

tonnes as compared to 80.65 million tonnes in 2010-11 kharif. Production of kharif pulses is expected to be 6.43 million tonnes as 

against 7.12 million tonnes last kharif. Oilseeds production in the kharifseason is likely to be 20.89 million tonnes as against 20.85 

million tonnes last season. Cotton production is estimated to be 36.10 million bales as against 33.43 million bales last season. 

Sugarcane production is estimated to be 342.20 million tonnes as against 339.17 million tonnes in 2010-11. 

Crop 2010-11 (4th adv est) 2011-12 (1st adv est)
Rice 80.65 87.10
Jowar 3.48 3.00
Maize 16.32 15.86

FIRST ADVANCE ESTIMATES OF CROP PRODUCTION RELEASED 

Kharif Rice Production Estimated at 87.1 MT, Total Kharif Foodgrains Production Likely to be 123.88 MT - 

Details of the estimates of crop production are as follows: -
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Coarse cereals 32.43 30.42
Cereals 113.08 117.52
Tur 2.89 2.90
Urad 1.40 1.17
Moong 1.52 1.20
Total pulses 7.12 6.43
Total foodgrains 120.20 123.88
Groundnut 5.66 5.62
Castorseed 1.34 1.69
Sesamum 0.88 0.73
Soybean 12.66 12.57
Total nine oilseeds 20.85 20.89
Sugarcane 339.17 342.20
Cotton 33.43 m.bales 36.10 m.bales
Jute & mesta 10.58 m.bales 11.22 m.bales

Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Prof. K.V. Thomas has called for capital investment in agriculture by public and 

private participations to increase agricultural productivity, a key challenge for ensuring national food security. He has said that the 

investment is specially required in the eastern and north-eastern regions, where agriculture sector has a great potential. Addressing 

the Agriculture Leadership Summit 2011 here today, Prof. Thomas said that a ‘Mission Mode Program’ should also be taken up on 

priority basis to exploit the potential of existing ‘yield gaps’ and a sound mechanism should be developed to link farmers to markets 

which is a pre-requisite for augmenting farm production and farmers’ income. 

“India has made great strides in increasing food grain production since the Green 

Revolution era of the mid-sixties. During the last one decade, production of maize and cotton has doubled. In the recent past, the 

growth rates in horticulture, livestock and fishery sectors have been impressive and have significantly contributed towards agricultural 

gross domestic product. Nevertheless, the declining total factor productivity, diminishing and degrading natural resources and 

stagnating farm incomes have become major concerns. The impact of trade liberalization on agriculture and the global climate change 

are new challenges. At the same time, new opportunities are emerging for agriculture sector in our country. Commercialization of 

agriculture, diversification towards high-value commodities and integration with the global markets are the new opportunities. 

The first and foremost issue is conservation and enhancement of ecological foundations for sustainable agriculture. Urbanization is 

exerting tremendous pressure on available land and water resources. There has been a significant development in small farm 

PROF. K.V. THOMAS CALLS FOR MORE CAPITAL INVESTMENT TO INCREASE FOODGRAIN 

PRODUCTION

Full text of the Minister’s speech is as follows: 
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management in respect of all the sub-sectors, i.e., crops, animal husbandry and fisheries. This process requires to be encouraged to 

provide ‘the power of mass production by the mass of small farmers’. Orientation of agricultural development should shift from 

increasing production to raising farm income. This is important to check the widening rural-urban disparity and to diversify rural 

livelihood options, covering crop, livestock, fisheries and horticultural activities. Hence, the task to link farmers with the market must 

be taken on top priority. The issues related to investment and subsidies, natural resource conservation, current global financial crisis, 

agricultural diversification and possible approach for sustainable agriculture need to be addressed on priority basis. The livestock 

sector, which can play a vital role in supplementing farm incomes, creating rural employment, addressing gender equity and increase 

rural livelihood options needs more attention. 

Increasing agricultural productivity is a key challenge for ensuring national food 

security. To increase production, exploiting the potential of existing yield gaps offers a tremendous opportunity. Hence, a Mission Mode 

Program on “Bridging the Productivity Gap” with real missionary zeal and effective monitoring is required to be launched with 

meticulous planning as a matter of priority. 

- Rainfed areas have a huge potentiality to raise production and increase farm income. These grey areas can soon be made green to 

harness a second green revolution. Role of technologies, policies and infrastructure would be very important in realizing the 

potential of rainfed agriculture. 

- Linking farmers to markets is a pre-requisite for augmenting farm production and farmers’ income. Role of innovative institutions 

would be critical in this context to reap the benefits of emerging opportunities. A silent revolution of innovative institutions is 

already taking place in the Indian agricultural production and marketing system. 

- There is a dire need to attract the capital investment in agriculture by public and private participations in the non-green revolution 

regions, particularly in the eastern and north-eastern India, where agriculture sector has a great potential. Hence, investment 

priorities must now be oriented towards realistic growth of agriculture for meeting the growing needs of the population. 

- Agriculture is confronted with new forms of risks and uncertainties. These are related to natural calamities, global climate change, 

use of food for bio-fuels, uncertainty over prices etc. Role of knowledge system and institutional mechanisms for input supply, 

credit, crop and livestock insurance etc. would be important in reducing both risks and uncertainties in order to attain the much 

needed resilience in agriculture sector. 

- Climate change has added a new dimension to future agricultural growth, which is a major concern. The worst affected would be 

small farm holders located in the marginal and under-privileged areas. Therefore, investment options for both adaptation and 

mitigation and policies, which can help in reducing the impact of climate change are urgently needed at this stage. 

- There is an urgent need for agricultural diversification by identifying the key crops/commodities which can help small farm holders 

to raise their income. Incremental gains in income through diversification will help capital formation which will be instrumental in 

I may like to suggest the following steps - 
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